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Zoning and Neighborhood Plan Amendments
(Public Hearings and Possible Action)
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION

ITEM NO.

Subject: C14H-05-0021 - Noyes Smith House - Conduct a public hearing and approve an ordinance amending
Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by rezonmg property locally known as 911 W. 21st Street (Waller Creek
Watershed) from multi-family residence-moderate high density-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-4-CO-
NP) combining district zoning to multi-family residence-moderate high density-histonc-conditional overlay-
neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-CO-NP) combining district zoning. Staff Recommendation' To document the house to
HABS Level II standards and allow relocation. Historic Landmark Commission Recommendation: To grant multi-
family residence-moderate high density-histonc-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-CO-NP) combining
district zoning. Planning Commission recommendation. To deny historic zoning upon the completion of HABS Level
II documentation and allow relocation of the house. Applicant: Historic Landmark Commission. Agent:
Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department. City Staff. Steve Sadowsky, 974-6454.

Additional Backup Material
(click to open)

D StaffRepprt
For More Information:

http://meetings.coacd.org/item aUachments.cfm?meetingid=63&itemid=2703&item=76 11/8/2006



ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-06-0021 HLC DATE: August 28, 2006
ZAP DATE: October 3, 2006

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Herbert and Alice Bohn House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1301 W. 29* Street

ZONING FROM: SF-3 TQ: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF*3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single-family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF'3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Leary and Arriaga absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF'3'H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Pinelli and Jackson absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The Bohn House is outside the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). It is contributing to the Old West
Austin National Register Historic District.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 16, 2006 ACTION:

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
The ca. 1938 Herbert and Alice Bohn House is the city's premier example of Moderne
residential architecture. Bohn was a prominent local businessman, the principal in Bohn
Brothers (later Bonn's) Department Store on Congress Avenue. He designed the house and
had Roy Thomas, one of the city's leading architects, draw up the plans



Architecture:
The Herbert and Alice Bohn House is a masterpiece of Art Moderne residential design.
Popular in the 1930s and 1940s, Art Moderne took its inspiration from the transportation
age, with streamlined details, unconventional shapes such as porthole windows, glass
bricks, and lines suggesting movement. The Bohn House has the massing of Art Moderne
buildings, with square and rounded lines on the exterior, porthole windows at either side of
the front door, a rounded glass brick solarium overlooking Shoal Creek, rounded corners at
the sides of the front block and in the overhang at the front door. The movement celebrated
by Art Moderne architecture is evident in the horizontal grooves in the retaining walls
facing 29th Street and the curved metal railings enclosing the deck. The pool was added in
1945, and is fed from an artesian spring on the property. The house takes full advantage of
its site, built on the sloping west bluff and overlooking Shoal Creek.

Historical Associations-
Herbert Bohn (1905-1967) was the son of Herman Bohn, one of three brothers who opened a
clothing store on Congress Avenue in 1896. Bohn Brothers was one of the city's leading
department stores, and a leader in new building technology. Bohn Brothers was the first
store in Austin to have plate glass display windows (1905), and the first store to have air
conditioning. Herbert Bohn was a principal in the store with several relatives until he
bought out their interests and managed the store on his own. He changed the name from
Bohn Brothers to Bohn's in 1955, and changed the focus of the store from a department
store to a specialty fashion shop. Herbert Bohn closed the business in 1960 and devoted his
time to Bohn's Travel Agency in the Driskill Hotel thereafter. After his death in 1967, his
widow continued to live in the house until her death recently. The house is still owned by
the three children of Herbert and Alice Bohn.

Herbert Bohn was a born designer, and came up with every detail of the house, from its
round-arched interior doors to wall finishes. He asked family friend and prominent local
architect Roy Thomas to draw up the plans for the house, which are archived at the Austin
History Center.

PARCEL NO.: 02170004200000 DEED RECORD: 4-9-2005

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Wooldridge Drive Addition

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $11,765 (owner-occupied rate); city portion: $2,000
(capped)
$5,918 (income-producing rate); city portion: $1,430

APPRAISED VALUE'- $866,830

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Good



PRESENT OWNER
H.E. (Skip) Bohn
5405 Tortuga Trail
Austin, Texas 78731

DATE BUILT: ca. 1938

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None apparent

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Herbert and Alice Bohn (1938)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29th Street

ca. 1938



Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29* Street

ca. 1938



OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1301 W. 29th Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2006

1976 William S. and Alice Brewer, owners
Retired

1971 Mrs. Alice Bohn, owner
Widow, Herbert P. Bohn
No occupation listed

1967 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Retired

1963 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners '
No occupation listed

1959 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn's Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1955 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1952 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1949 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1947 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1944-45 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1942 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1940 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1937 Address not listed.
NOTE. Herbert and Alice Bohn lived at 122 Laurel Lane in Aldnch Place
before building the house on Shoal Creek
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{Bohns Observe
Golden
Anniversary

Fifty yeari api. three young
brotben opentd • rlothlng (tori
In the 900 block of Cocgnti ave-
nu*, and the soni ol two ol them
will help celebrate the itore'i
(olden •nniveriary during June

I The brothecj were^Hermann,
William and Henry Bonn. Henry

• left the inn tlx monthj liter and
moved to Sin Antonio, where he
now lives. and Hermann and Wil-
liam continued active In tb« busi-
ness until their death:

Today Herbert, Walter and Wil-
liam Bohn and Carl Widen make
up the linn. The three Bohni ire
Mai of the original Bohn Brotheia,
tad they are dressing AortlnUe*
whose parent* and grandparenti
were customer* ol the original Bobn
Brot The other <Uy Herbert and
William Pohn were looking through
ltdeeti from 189Z and noted nuny
ttmlllir iccounU

A Itw *f tbtM BCCBonU, *|>eaed
W rem M». »r« Mill «UTB, while
•then tur* ran thmtffc Uu-ee
fenintioni.

From the flare with
U» ddewdk, Bohn'i htu grown Into
t complete department store, with
clothing of ill ilndj for tvtly mem-
ber of the ttiaUr Back when
whalebone collet lUVea vere live
cents t bundle »nd boots were |3
a pair, the ftore wai CQnibtend one
ol AtutlD'f mo>t modem "em-
poriunu.'1 Now. In a modern, all-
conditioned bulldlnf. It occupiei
that tame tola ai • modem depart-
ment itore

During June Die firm will cele-
brate 111 golden aunlvemr]' with a
number at ipecl*) eventi. limited.
at count, by the third war the
organization hat weathered. A 30-
loot neon ilgu li belnt butalled on

I Ine building, Knd other dupUji will
recall the tlrni'i ttaU-a-ceatur?, <

The tint bibj barn In A~utln
duriof June will receive I $M war
bond a» t birthday (Ut tnu Stba
Brethen-

Wben Wllllvn B?hn died In U1B,
the flrm win norjtnlwd vilh
Hermann and F J Bohn, Mri.
Bertha Bohn and C T Widen M
the partnen Later, U the second
generation of Bohn bon Crew up,
they were added ai Junior partners

Many of the famoiu oamei In
clothing, luch ai Stetxon hati.-;
Griflon «l<rthea and Packard ifaoei, !
hav> been xtocked at the itorc 40 I
to M yetn. wllh [be ledcert telling
the atory of purchased of new mer-
chandlie eve

' With department* (or ever; age
tram Infant* to [rvwn-vpi, Bohn
BrnthCTi niei What li prtadlr
eatlcd a "pnmellan" »yjtrm f«r Ita
Duittmen. Children1! clathei are
upstair*, and when boyi ect tci be

ma" and aeni IB the men't depart-
ment downtUln-

The itore has led the way in
modernlTatiOD In IDQtl. It installed
the tint plate fljua dliplsy wln-
dowi on C&igreta avenue, and In i
IflW, » complete temodeUng gave It I
a moulded - (tone - and - grillwork i
front, lie lint example of that typt;
of wchitBrtlfjs on1, the avenue.' Buf;
thraugh me SO yean, the location
bBE been th« iame
: Many employee have been with
the company a long time Con-
tinuously lor IB yean Joe Almaa
tiai served thli firm, except in HIT
and 1S1B, when he went to work
lor Uncle Sam and went with the
AEF to France He started to work
for Bohn 'Brother! ss i boy In IflOT,
and be went back to his jab there
the day he returned from the army

Other employes who have been
with the Uiin many yean are Mr»
Nellie Ulchler, Mit Ellen Sand-;
strum, - Un Anna Parry, Mill
Louise Kllian, Mlia Lucy B»Uer-
atedt, Miss Uujorle Ljchtnan, Mn
Adele Efclund, Martin Engqulst and
Frank Lopei More recent em-
ployei are Ml« Mary Katberlne
Simrnj and Mrs Kathryn SWCnion
Junes Jackion, who wat m charge
of (he ihoe departmtnt, joined the
arm; but montb and it ititaoned at
Camp Wolters '

The Qnn hal alwayf taken a
keen Interest In local attain Mem- i
bera of the firm have served ai
president! of the Retail Merchants
suodstlon, Llonj club, Exchange
club, and Austin Saeneeminde and
ai meraben of the Chamber ol
r-mmffF* and the Aurtln ichoo]
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